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inside lay the stomach. This he slashed open and, looking
at me, laughed. It was full of stones among which an
obscene tangle of round-worms writhed and turned. There
were also the beaks of cuttle-fish on which seals feed. These
the Norwegian presented to me with a mock bow and I was
obliged to carry these scientific specimens about with me for
the rest of the day. Why seal swallow stones no one knows.
Perhaps it is to grind up the food in the stomach.
They made a hole in each strip of blubber and passed a
wooden toggle through it. The toggles were all on a length
of wire, a sling, to which was attached the end of the rope
line which the thin young man had brought ashore in the
" pram." So that now each strip of blubber in each heap
was secured by the toggle to the sling and by the sling to the
rope line and by the rope line to the ship. The bo'sun gave
a signal to the ship, waving his fur cap in semicircular arcs
with his arm. On the ship we saw the steam of the winch
and presently the rattle of it came across the water. Slowly
the length of line from the ship to the shore straightened
itself. The first heap of blubber began to move. It moved
towards the water, then the second began to move and the
third. Soon all the dozen heaps of blubber were being
pulled in a long procession into the sea. The winch rattled
distantly and the heaps of blubber trailed away towards the
ship.
We left the dead things, raw and meaty, from which the
warmth of life faded slowly, lying on the beach, their heads
towards the sea. The hooter blew from the ship. It was
dinner-time and as we pulled the " pram " down to the
water and got into it the black-backed gulls, which had
hovered screaming above while the men worked, descended
upon the carcasses. The brown Skua gulls, which had stood
afar off watching, now approached in fluttering hops and,
like vultures, picked the corpses. Ghiquito came up joy-
fully at the last moment. He paused to heave a stone at the
old bull which lay in the water still. He reared himself up